the past 25 years by my colleagues at the National Hospital and myself. Long-term follow-up of patients treated for facial spasm by the various forms of surgery of the facial nerve alone has in our experience shown that unless its continuity is interrupted the spasm returns to its former or a more severe state in most patients after a varying period of time, at times as much as 2-3 years, usually much less. Selective division of the terminal branches of the facial nerve by the method advocated by Reynolds,' Nosik,2 and McCabe3 has the advantage of producing relief of the spasm for, in most cases, a longer period than after partial division of the nerve trunk, and if a palsy results it is usually limited to the muscles supplied by the nerve branches. In many of the patients the spasms are so severe and widespread that operations such as these are not practical.
In the past 3-4 years several patients with severe unilateral spasm have been treated by section of the seventh nerve close to its division in the parotid gland and anastomosing the distal portion to the hypoglossal nerve. Though the anastomosis was successful in restoring facial movement, in the first two cases the spasm returned within a year of operation owing to growth of the seventh nerve fibres into the anastomosis. This was easily remedied by a short second operation to evulse the facial nerve fibres from the facio-hypoglossal anastomosis and ligate the proximal section of the facial nerve with silk thread. Hazardous Wastes SIR,-Your leading article (30 December, p. 746) refers to the fact that hospitals are Crown property and therefore may be exempt from the provisions of Acts which legislate about waste disposal.
Most hospital waste must be destroyed by incineration and the increasing use of disposable materials has completely altered the composition of refuse during the last five years. Hospital engineers should be provided with equipment which enables them to comply with the recommendations of the Technical Committee on the Disposal of Solid Toxic Wastes.' In its report this committee laid down that the first statutory requirement of an incinerator is that the furnace should be capable of being operated smokelessly and that when noxious gases such as hydrogen chloride are emitted a water or soda scrubber and a cooling system should be employed.
The time has come for hospitals to comply strictly with all Acts designed to minimize air pollution and it is morally indefensible for them to be able to evade their responsibilities by virtue of their being Crown property. Consultant Negotiations SIR,-Many correspondents who are critical of our contract proposals have questioned the competence of the Central Committee for Hospital Medical Services to negotiate on behalf of consultants. Recently the Regional Hospitals' Consultants and Specialists Association has invited those of its members (including myself) who belong to the B.M.A. to indicate whether they would prefer the R.H.C.S.A. to negotiate on their behalf and whether they would be prepared to resign from whichever association they did not wish to represent them in negotiations if it became necessary for the purpose of obtaining negotiating rights.
The R.H.C.S.A. is attempting to force the issue because the C.C.H.M.S. has refused its request for a voting seat on the C.C.H.M.S. Negotiating Subcommittee. I could understand the reasons for this if regional consultants were a minority group on this important subcommittee; but they are not. They outnumber all the other doctors on the subcommittee put together. If this absolute majority were further increased, claims for separate seats by other organizations representing those hospital doctors whose representatives are in a minority on the committee would be impossible to resist, and an unwieldy and divided negotiating body would result.
I could also understand the reasons if the policies on pay and conditions of service of the C.C.H.M.S. were to the disadvantage of regional consultants; but they are not. In recent memoranda of evidence to the Review Body the B.M.A. has asked for larger increases in the remuneration of the
